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OPINION

Baby Noor
a lesson

for all

Out of war-torn Iraq and into the
disrupted South of the United
States was brought a gem of hope.

“Baby Noor,” as she is called by
the media, captured the hearts of
soldiers with the Georgia National
Guard 48th Brigade when they
raided her family’s Baghdad home,
and the thoughts, prayers and sup-
port of hundreds of U.S. citizens.

A happy, smiling baby with chub-
by cheeks, Noor is certainly a
charmer. I can tell from her picture
on the Internet she is the kind of
child who lights up a room with her
smile. But,
something about
Noor is different
from most chil-
dren.

Noor was born
with spina bifi-
da.

At 3 months
old, Noor had
already exceed- |
3d by1 more than  jg

ouble Iraqi doc- -
tors’ expecta- Stodghill
tions for her
length of life without treatment.

While the birth of a child, espe-
cially a first child like Noor, is met
with anticipation and excitement, .
having a child born with serious
medical conditions is heart-wrench-
ing.
Imagine the desperation of a
mother, living in the middle of a
nightmare called war, having her
home raided by foreign soldiers
with guns and reaching for the last
possible aid for her daughter whose
life is in danger — handing her
over to the men with guns, pleading
for help with a look that transcends
language boundaries.

And help her, they did. The sol-
diers went back at night to visit the
family. They got people in the Unit-
ed States to help with providing the
needed surgery. The chief of neuro-
surgery at Children’s Healthcare of
Atlanta Dr Rocer Hudoins acreed







